AORN PROPOSED POSITION STATEMENT ON
PERIOPERATIVE ADVANCED PRACTICE NURSE

PREAMBLE

The registered nurse practicing as an advanced practice nurse (APN) builds on the foundation and core
values of the nursing domain. The APN practices autonomously to design, implement, and evaluate
patient-specific and population-based programs of nursing care. The APN practices in many roles and
arenas. The purpose of this document is to define the role of the perioperative advanced practice nurse.

POSITION STATEMENT

The perioperative APN is, first and foremost, a registered professional nurse who uses specialized
perioperative nursing knowledge and skills in the care of patients and families undergoing operative and
other invasive procedures. The APN possesses a minimum of a master’s degree in nursing, concentrated
in a recognized area of advanced clinical nursing practice (ie, nurse practitioner [NP], clinical nurse
specialist [CNS], certified registered nurse anesthetist [CRNA], or certified nurse-midwife [CNM]), which
forms the foundation for an advanced practice role.

A hallmark of the APN'’s skills are the autonomy and expertise in diagnosing and treating complex
responses of clients (ie, patient, family, community) to actual and potential health problems that are
related to the prospect of or the performance of operative or other invasive procedures. The perioperative
APN fosters patient advocacy and patient safety. Formulating clinical decisions in managing acute and
chronic illnesses by assessing, diagnosing, and prescribing treatment modalities, including
pharmacological agents, are all inherent in the perioperative APN role. In addition, the perioperative
APN promotes wellness, and does this primarily by conducting comprehensive health assessments.

The perioperative APN integrates clinical practice, education, research, management, leadership, and
consultation into a single, but multifaceted, role. Because the focus of this role is care of surgical patients,
the perioperative APN continually functions in a collegial relationship with nurses, physicians, and
others who influence care of the surgical patient and the health care environment.
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