AORN PROPOSED POSITION STATEMENT ON THE ROLE
OF THE HEALTH CARE INDUSTRY
REPRESENTATIVE IN THE PERIOPERATIVE SETTING

PREAMBLE

AORN recognizes the need for a structured process for education, training, and introduction of
procedures, techniques, technology, and equipment to health care professionals practicing within the
perioperative setting. By virtue of their training, knowledge, and expertise, health care industry
representatives can provide technical support to the surgical team to expedite the procedure and facilitate
desired patient outcomes. Health care industry representatives may function in any of several positions
(eg, clinical consultants, sales representatives, technicians, or repair/maintenance personnel). The
primary responsibility of the perioperative registered nurse is to ensure the safety of patients undergoing
operative or other invasive procedures. Core nursing activities that, by licensure, may not be performed
by non-nurses are assessment, diagnosis, outcome identification, planning, and evaluation.

The surgical setting is one of the most potentially hazardous of all clinical environments and is subject
to strict regulations, clinical practice guidelines and standards of care to preserve patient safety. It is
important that the health care industry representative understands how to safely work in the operating
room to assist the perioperative team in maintaining the patient’s safety, right to privacy, and
confidentiality when a health care industry representative is present during a surgical procedure.

Please refer to “AORN guidance statement: The role of the health care industry representative in the
perioperative setting” for more specific information and guidelines.1

POSITION STATEMENT
AORN supports the education of perioperative team members on new procedures, techniques,

technology, and equipment with which personnel are not familiar before their use in a surgical

procedure AORN believes the following;:
® The RN is accountable for the patient’s nursing care during the procedure and advocates for the
patient’s safety, privacy, dignity, and confidentiality.

® Health care industry representatives may be permitted in the perioperative setting to provide technical
support in accordance with facility policies, local, state, and federal regulations.

® Health care industry representatives should not provide direct patient care or be allowed in the sterile
field.

® Patients have a right to be informed about the presence of a health care industry representative in the
operating room during a surgical procedure according to local, state, and federal regulations.2

® Health care facilities should incorporate the local, state, and federal regulations regarding health care
industry representatives in the operating room.
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